Evidence suggesting that the life span of Mycobacterium avium complex is longer than that of other mycobacteria.
Mycobacterium avium complex strains often contain considerably more numbers of viable bacterial units per mg wet weight than other mycobacteria, especially other slowly growing ones. This finding suggests that the life span of M. avium complex strains is often longer than the life span of other mycobacteria. The other mycobacteria, especially slowly growing ones seem to die more rapidly after their multiplication.